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MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
NOTIFICATION 

New Delhi, the 25th November, 2003 

OBITUARY * 

No. 3/7/2003-Public.-— Shri Murasoli Maran, 
Union Cabinet Minister, passed away at 19.05 hrs on 
Sunday, the 23rd November, 2003, at Apollo Hospital, 
Chennai, Tamil Nadu. The death of Shri Murasoli Maran 
has deprived the country of a seasoned parliamentarian 
and a democrat to the core. 

2 Bom to Smt. and Shri Shanmuga Sundram at 
village Thimkkuvalai in Tamil Nadu on 17th August, 
1934, Shri Murasoli Maran received his education at 
Pachaiyappa’s College, Chennai, from where he obtained 
post graduate degree in Political Science. Shri Maran 
had been with DMK from its inception providing 
academic and intellectual support to the party. A 
Journalist and a political and social worker, Shri Maran 
was elected to the Lok Sabha for the first 
time in 1967. He was member of the Lok Sabha forfive 
terms. He also served as a Member, Rajya Sabha for 
three terms. 

3. In 1989-90, he became Union Cabinet Minister 
for Urban Development. Later, he held Industry and 
Commerce portfolios. He served as a Member on various 
Parliamentary Committees He had a formidable 


reputation as an active Parliamentarian and an efficient 
administrator. 

4. Shri Maran was also an eminent journalist, 
author and screen-playwright He was conferred the 
title Kalai-Mamani by the Sangeet Natak Academy in 
1975 and was .awarded President’s Certificate of Merit 
and Tamil Nadu Government’s Award for three best 
featurejfilms. He edited “Murasoli daily”, a newspaper 
in Tamil and “The Rising Sun”, a weekly in English. He 
published a number of books on politics and short story 
collections in Tamil which include “State Autonomy- 
Manila Suyatchi”, a research work on Centre-State 
relations and “Dravida lyakka \hralam \bl.r, a book on 
the history of thcDravidian movement. 

5. Shri Maran also had keen interest in social and 
cultural activities and sports. He was founder-member 
and the first President of Madras Press Club and Trustee 
of Pachaiyappa’s Trust Board. He was also member of 
India International Centre, New Delhi. 

6. The untimely death of Shri Murasoli Maran 
has left a void which would be difficult to fill in the 
Indian polity. 

7. Shri Murasoli Maran is survived by his wife, 
two sons and one daughter. 
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